
Course evaluation report MATP16 ”Partial Differential Equations” spring 2020 
 
Alternative course code: FMA145F (PhD course) 
 
Teacher: Erik Wahlén  
 
Number of students: 12 + 1 registered students (one PhD student) 

 
Results (after resit exam): 2 U, 1 G, 4 VG.  
 
Evaluation 

I. Summary of the evaluation 
Number of answers: 5 
Brief summary of the results: Since the number of respondents was low, one 
should be a bit careful drawing any conclusions. There is a big risk that the ones 
who answered were the ones who followed the course to the end, and that the 
answers from those who dropped out are missing. The respondents were overall 
very satisfied (grade 4 out of 4 in response to the statement ”The content of the 
course matched my expectations”). In particular, the respondents thought that the 
course was well organized, appreciated the seminars and the material and methods 
that were discussed. They also felt that the move to online teaching went well. 
They did have some suggestions for how to improve the course in terms of which 
material is covered and in what order, though.  
 

II. The teacher’s reflections 
I thought that the course went well overall. The transition to online teaching due to 
Covid-19 was a big challenge. It went well for the students who were already 
active, but it seems like it might have led to some of the other students giving up 
or falling behind too much. Unfortunately, they are not really visible in the course 
evaluation. 

 
III. Evaluation of changes since the last time the course was given 

The main change was the transition to online teaching due to Covid-19, but that 
was not planned. Since the last time the course was given (spring 2018) a special 
exercise session was added. This seems to have been highly appreciated. 
Moreover, due to scheduling issues, the course was given over the whole semester 
instead of the second half. Finally, some minor adjustments of the material 
covered in the course were made. 
 

IV. Suggested changes for the next time the course is given 
The course syllabus will have to be rewritten and therefore one should think 
carefully about changes. It would be good to do this in a larger context, also 
considering other courses. One problem with the course is that there are two 
categories of students. Students in the first category only have the formal 
prerequisites and find the course very challenging, whereas students in the other 
have studied other advanced courses like functional analysis and measure theory 
and would like to see more material which builds on those courses. Regardless, it 
might be a good idea to skip the section on distribution theory and instead spend 
more time on the remaining topics since there is a separate course on distribution 
theory. It seems to have been a common viewpoint among the students that too 
much emphasis was put on Chapter 2, which covers a large number of different 
methods for the three “classical” PDEs (Laplace’s equation, the heat equation and 



the wave equation). Later in the course, we come back to more general versions of 
these equations (elliptic, parabolic and hyperbolic). It might be better to focus on 
one type of equation at a time.  

 
2020-09-17, compiled by Erik Wahlén. 
 
There was unfortunately no student representative to discuss the course evaluation with, but 
the students were given the opportunity to comment on the analysis and the evaluation results 
by e-mail. 
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7R�ZKLFK�H[WHQW�GLG�\RX�DWWHQG�WKH�OHFWXUHV"��SHUFHQWDJH����
7R�ZKLFK�H[WHQW�GLG�\RX�DWWHQG�WKH�OHFWXUHV"�
�SHUFHQWDJH�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

������ ���������
������� ��������
������� ��������
������� ��������
������� ��������
������� ��������
������� ��������
������� ��������
������� ���������
�������� ���������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7R�ZKLFK�H[WHQW�GLG�\RX�DWWHQG�WKH�OHFWXUHV"��SHUFHQWDJH� ���� ����



2WKHU�FRPPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�OHFWXUHV����
2WKHU�FRPPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�OHFWXUHV�
*UHDW��1RWKLQJ�QHHGV�WR�FKDQJH�UHDOO\�
:HOO�GRQH��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�PRYHG�RQOLQH��
,�UHDOO\�DSSUHFLDWHG�KDYLQJ�]RRP�OHFWXUHV�LQVWHDG�RI�MXVW�OHDYLQJ�XV�ZLWK�WKH�ERRN��7KH�SDFLQJ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�ZDV�JRRG�ZLWK�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�
DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�EHLQJ�VSHQW�RQ�SURRIV�

6HPLQDUV���
7KH�QXPEHU�RI�VHPLQDUV�KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\����
7KH�QXPEHU�RI�VHPLQDUV�KDV�EHHQ�
VDWLVIDFWRU\�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ��������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ����������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7KH�QXPEHU�RI�VHPLQDUV�KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\� ��� ���



7KH�WHDFKLQJ�IRUP�DQG�SODQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VHPLQDUV�KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\����
7KH�WHDFKLQJ�IRUP�DQG�SODQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VHPLQDUV�
KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ��������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ����������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7KH�WHDFKLQJ�IRUP�DQG�SODQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VHPLQDUV�KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\� ��� ���

7KH�VHPLQDUV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW����
7KH�VHPLQDUV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�P\�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ��������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ����������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7KH�VHPLQDUV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW� ��� ���



,�KDYH�DFWLYHO\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�VHPLQDUV����
,�KDYH�DFWLYHO\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�VHPLQDUV� 1XPEHU�RI�5HVSRQVHV
,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
,�KDYH�DFWLYHO\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�VHPLQDUV� ��� ���

7R�ZKLFK�H[WHQW�GLG�\RX�DWWHQG�WKH�VHPLQDUV"��SHUFHQWDJH����
7R�ZKLFK�H[WHQW�GLG�\RX�DWWHQG�WKH�VHPLQDUV"�
�SHUFHQWDJH�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV
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�������� ���������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7R�ZKLFK�H[WHQW�GLG�\RX�DWWHQG�WKH�VHPLQDUV"��SHUFHQWDJH� ���� ����



+RZ�PDQ\�KRXUV�GLG�\RX�VSHQG�WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�VHPLQDUV"���
+RZ�PDQ\�KRXUV�GLG�\RX�VSHQG�WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�
WKH�VHPLQDUV"

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

����� ���������
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����� ���������
����� ���������
����� ��������
������� ���������
������� ��������
������� ��������
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������� ��������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
+RZ�PDQ\�KRXUV�GLG�\RX�VSHQG�WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�VHPLQDUV" ��� ���

2WKHU�FRPPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�VHPLQDUV����
2WKHU�FRPPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�VHPLQDUV�
0\�IDYRXULWH�SDUW�RI�DQ\�FRXUVH�
7KH\�LQFUHDVHG�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�LW�ZDV�QLFH�WR�VHH�VROXWLRQV�RI�WKH�H[HUFLVHV�,�FRXOGQ
W�VROYH��

([DPLQDWLRQ���
7KH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�IRUP�KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\����
7KH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�IRUP�KDV�EHHQ�
VDWLVIDFWRU\�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
7RWDO ����������



0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7KH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�IRUP�KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVIDFWRU\� ��� ���

7KH�GHJUHH�RI�GLIILFXOW\�RI�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�PDWFKHG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH����
7KH�GHJUHH�RI�GLIILFXOW\�RI�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�PDWFKHG
WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ���������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ��������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7KH�GHJUHH�RI�GLIILFXOW\�RI�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�PDWFKHG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH� ��� ���



7KH�H[DP�TXHVWLRQV�UHIOHFWHG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�DQG�PDWFKHG�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�REMHFWLYHV�
7KH�H[DP�TXHVWLRQV�UHIOHFWHG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�
FRXUVH�DQG�PDWFKHG�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�REMHFWLYHV�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7KH�H[DP�TXHVWLRQV�UHIOHFWHG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�DQG�PDWFKHG�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�REMHFWLYHV� ��� ���

7KH�JUDGH�WKDW�,�UHFHLYHG�RQ�WKH�H[DP�UHIOHFWV�P\�ZRUN�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH����
7KH�JUDGH�WKDW�,�UHFHLYHG�RQ�WKH�H[DP�UHIOHFWV�P\�
ZRUN�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�

1XPEHU�RI�
5HVSRQVHV

,�WRWDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ��������
,�SDUWLDOO\�GLVDJUHH� ���������
,�SDUWLDOO\�DJUHH� ��������
,�WRWDOO\�DJUHH� ���������
7RWDO ����������

0HDQ 6WDQGDUG�'HYLDWLRQ
7KH�JUDGH�WKDW�,�UHFHLYHG�RQ�WKH�H[DP�UHIOHFWV�P\�ZRUN�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH� ��� ���



2WKHU�FRPPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ����
2WKHU�FRPPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�
,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�TXLWH�ZHOO��,W�LV�FRPIRUWLQJ�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�WHDFKHUV�KDYH�HQRXJK�WUXVW�LQ�XV�VWXGHQWV�WR�DOORZ�XV�WR�
WDNH�D��UHJXODU��H[DP�IURP�KRPH���

3HUVRQDOO\�,�WKLQN�LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHWWHU�WR�KDYH�DQ�RSHQ�ERRN�WDNH�KRPH�H[DP�ZLWK�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�WRXJKHU�TXHVWLRQV�ZKHUH�RQH�LV�JLYHQ�PRUH�
WLPH�WR�VROYH�LW��H�J��D�ZHHN���,�WKLQN�VXFK�H[DPV�DUH�UHDOO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�VLQFH�RQH�OHDUQV�D�ORW�ZKLOH�ZUHVWOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�KDUG�SUREOHPV��DQG�ERRNV�
DQG�QRWHV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�QRW�KHOSIXO�DQ\ZD\�LI�RQH�GRHVQ
W�NQRZ�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�ZHOO�HQRXJK�
7KH�ZULWWHQ�H[DP�ZDV�KDUGHU�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG�ZLWK�VRPH�WULFNV�ZH�KDG�QRW�SUDFWLFHG�RQ��
,W�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�QLFH�LI�WKH�ZULWWHQ�H[DP�ZDV�D�WDNH�KRPH�H[DP�

+RZ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�ZRUNHG"�:KDW�FRXOG�EH�
LPSURYHG"���
+RZ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�RQOLQH�WHDFKLQJ�ZRUNHG"�:KDW�FRXOG�EH�LPSURYHG"
7KH�VZLWFK�WR�RQOLQH�OHDUQLQJ�ZDV�TXLWH�VPRRWK�DQG�,�WKLQN�LW�ZRUNHG�EULOOLDQWO\��=220�LV�D�QLFH�SODWIRUP�VR�,�WKLQN�\RX�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�XVLQJ�LW�LQ�
WKH�IXWXUH�LI�QHFHVVDU\�
:HOO�VWUXFWXUHG��+RZHYHU�,�P\VHOI�SUHIHU�WR�VHH�SURRIV�JLYHQ�LQ�UHDO�WLPH�WKDQ�SUHZULWWHQ�DQG�FRPPHQWHG�
,W�ZHQW�UHDOO\�ZHOO��3HUVRQDOO\��,�WKLQN�\RX�GLG�DOO�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJV��
,W�ZDV�KDQGOHG�ZHOO�JLYHQ�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
,�WKLQN�LW�ZRUNHG�ZHOO��,�GLGQ
W�PLVV�WKH�LQ�OHFWXUH�TXHVWLRQV�RU�WKH�EUHDNRXW�URRP�WKLQJV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�UHPRYHG�EXW�WKRVH�VRUW�RI�DFWLYH�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�WKLQJV�DUH�SUREDEO\�JRRG��

:KDW�LV�\RXU�RSLQLRQ�DERXW�WKLV�FRXUVH�HYDOXDWLRQ�IRUP"���
:KDW�LV�\RXU�RSLQLRQ�DERXW�WKLV�FRXUVH�HYDOXDWLRQ�IRUP"
,�WKLQN�LW�ZRXOG�PD\EH�EH�EHWWHU�WR�KDYH�RQO\�RQH�WH[W�ILHOG�WR�ILOO�LQ��ZKHUH�RQH�FDQ�ZULWH�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�D�VKRUW�HVVD\�DERXW�WKH�FRXUVH��<RX�
FRXOG�VWDWH�VRPH�VSHFLILF�TXHVWLRQV�DERYH�WKH�ILHOG��,Q�WKH�FXUUHQW�IRUPDW�,�IHHO�WKDW�,�DQVZHU�VRPH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�RQH�WH[W�ILHOG��DQG�WKHQ�DQ�
DQDORJRXV�TXHVWLRQ�DSSHDUV�D�IHZ�LWHPV�ODWHU�
,
P�JODG�LW�GRHV�QRW�DVN�ULGLFXORXV�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�JHQGHU�SHUVSHFWLYHV���7KLV�LV�DQRQ\PRXV�ULJKW"�
:RUNV�ZHOO
�����


